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ME E T Habitually Chic

Philip Mitchell Design’s Stairway to
Heaven ! Pin This " Tweet This

The  opens to the public today and you are going to love all the
rooms.  I had the pleasure of viewing the house on Tuesday and thought all spaces looked amazing.
While I shouldn’t play favorites, I really thought Philip Mitchell of  in Toronto did an
excellent job designing his room that wasn’t really a room.  He named his stairs and landings of floors
two through four Torridon Stair Gallery but I am calling it a stairway to heaven because it’s so lovely.

The name Torridon is the name of the new  wall covering from . As Philip told
me, “it was the sort of inspiration that started it all for our spaces. Ann Gafton from 
presented the fabric to me a few months back in the UK and I fell in love with it. It so reminded me of
my Mother Patricia  who’s memory I was sort of paying homage to by using it as the backdrop to my
space. The wall covering version was classic, yet light and almost contemporary in feeling.”

As you know, I love gallery walls and collecting art so I was pleasantly surprised to learn that 95% of the
art in the space is from Philip’s own collection.  After our chat, I’m pretty sure the other %5 will be
joining his collection so don’t bother asking where you can buy anything. I jokingly asked if all his walls
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H A B I T U A L L Y  C H I C  Creativity At Work

L A T E S T   Instagrams

joining his collection so don’t bother asking where you can buy anything. I jokingly asked if all his walls
were bare now but it sounds like he has enough art left to fill the empty space.  A man after my own
heart.

I have a friend who consulted on this home when it was owned by a former client.  It had previously
housed offices on the first floor and apartments on the upper floors. The owner was the one who
insisted on the spiraling staircase because she loved the one in her mother’s house. I would never
have known it wasn’t original since it perfectly suits the townhouse. The skylight was also not original
but floods the interior with wonderful natural light.

I really enjoyed talking to all the designers today but had such a nice time chatting with Philip and his
friend Brandie who came in from Milan to support him.  Obviously being talented is important in the
design world but being a good person is even more important in my opinion.

Make sure you stop by the  and see all the beautiful spaces
before it closes on June 11, 2015. Admission is $35.

Kips Bay Decorator Show House 2015
58 East 66th Street
New York, NY 10065
Monday to Saturday: 11:00am – 5:00pm
Tuesday & Thursday evenings: 11:00am – 8:00pm
Sunday: 12:00 – 5 :00pm

Kips Bay Decorator Show House 2015
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Designer Philip Mitchell and his friend Brandie Silva on the landing. I usually ask the designers for a
photos but it was so chaotic on the stairs that I forgot on Tuesday,

Photos by Heather Clawson for Habitually Chic
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Add a comment 7 comments

Angela Muller · Rutgers University
Phewww! I've done show houses, and can appreciate the herculean effort of this design and
installation. Fabulous!
Reply · Like · May 15 at 7:31am

Nancy Kraft · Forest Hill Collegiate Institute
Staircases may never be the same again !!! spectacular effort culminating in a fabulous result
Reply · Like · May 15 at 6:54pm

Karen Albert · Author at Freelance Writing · 380 followers
Heather, Phillip has made my day, made my month, with this amazing art-filled stairway!! I wish I
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Heather, Phillip has made my day, made my month, with this amazing art-filled stairway!! I wish I
could make the show house event!!
xoxo
Karena
The Arts by Karena
Reply · Like · May 14 at 6:18am

Cathy Williams · Works at SelfEmploy
Spectacular
Reply · Like · May 18 at 5:45pm

MJH DesignArts
What an incredible "eye"--this staircase rocks. Thanks. Mary
Reply · Like · May 15 at 2:42am

Lynn Cochrane
I know Phillip personally and he is a very nice guy and so talented. Delightful really.
Reply · Like · May 14 at 2:14pm
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