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Small Wonder

A Toronto couple turn an austere
high-rise apartment into a jewel box.

BY MARABOO PHOTOGRAPHY BY STACEY BRANDFORD PRODUCED BY JACK MURPHY









AL just uncer 1,000 square feet, Philip Mitchell and Mark

Narsansky's apartment is small. Y
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the city right from the get-go” Philip says.

Maoreover, the vestibule announces the home’s signaturn
wrchitectural richness. “We tried to dietail it in such 2 way that
it European,” he savs. “We get a lot of our
insparation from our travels. All the detailing ereated a reslly

fae envedope, or architectural backdrop, for ns to work with.
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Appdied plaster moddings and custom milled winslwnrk graee

nearly every surface, from the gallervs barrel-vault ceiling to
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"Evervthing is detailed and lavered, but at the same tims

chassie looking,” Philip says. Undeniably beautiful,
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additional construction photos,

LEFT A coediunoy safa and 1900s chrome bench
gather atop a leather-bordered, patterned
sisal rugin the cozy den. A washer and dryes
tuck into closets flanking its entry

the apartiment is alzo fonctional. Concealiad cabinetry in the
entry’s panelwork, lor instance, provides shoe storge, while

genwrous biseboard moldings secret the DVD collection in

thee den and sterling silver in the Kitchen, “Exven if people are
minimalists, most often they still have tons of things to store,”
Philip sav=. “1 like to incorporate storage in untraditional,
NOOMARCI0US WS,

Accordingly, he also favors fornishing= that do doohle
duty. “A ot of the pieces vou =ee in our place are chestz, or
commmiles, 2o we have a beautiful look bt at the same time

we min an additional three deawers” worth of storge, The

e tabdes in our bedroom and living room, for cample, are
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chestz, I weil wsesd just an open cabinet, we would have bost feet up, he s, "Evervthing his an elegant appeamnee but

all that storage capacity,” Philip says. A carefully edited collec i= actually practical.
tien of new and antigque pieces, the fumishings embrace the Against this subily elegant backdrop, the couple's
pair in combort and welcome suests, extensive collection of artwork commands the attention it

“Evervthing had toowork for entertaining vet still be rel

g for us, Philip savs, "Our sofas, for instanoe, are extremaely ABOVE The narrow kifchen provides a lang length of cownter space
dicep s0 we can streteh out with the nesspaper” Likewise,  ideal for mixing drinks and sendng buffet -style food. The counter's
the fabrics they used are formal vel senviceable, mnging from  coved edge “adds anather level of detail without being fussy” Philg
deeply tomed chenille and condwres o Goely Ginished linen  says. While the wall was torn apart, it was sasy torun an electrica
and wool. *We don't want anyone to be seared to put their — line for the wall ght above the artwork
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like toa juxtapose a really contempomny abstmet painting with
a 20th-century photograph and an 15th-century oil painting,
And then we like to pat them in everything from a hand-
carved, LTI frme o something simple, streawmiblined,
anil silver-leafid, We are .||l.-.:|:|.a rfating: thinges around, so
mixing frames and media enables us to have flexibility and
Freedom to see thines in different WV,

The diversity of the collection i unified by walls—soame
dark, some light, and all architecturally detailed —and
s —meirbshe here, ol pargust thire—that homor the
hewne’s myrind textures and colors.

Even the kitchen complements the photosmaphy oolbee-
tion gracing the sdjeeent :.;il.“l'i:l.. "|'l.1.'||||'-.1| i timeless white
cabinetry and statuary markle, it i= wsed more often for a
quick breakbst or eockiailz than preparing dinnes “We don't
oook much in th |".I:..- |':"i|'.|:n SIS |'u=.-|'|'||'|:-.. “We do maost
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sporage. Becanse this kitchen is small, 1 didn't try to make it

ol iUs ool 1 wamted b to Be eminiscent of a lum-ol-
the=contury batlers pantng

Whike heirdosm ching and ervstal shine behind antigued
leaded-glass doors, immovable mechanicals, such as plomb-
inE stacks and ventilation units, are cleverly hidden behimd
armoin=inapired cabinets,

“We dho a bot of entertaining” Philip says, “and it’s interest-
i|:_:: thent ¢ b |t N ST p e | R BT |'||-|'|- W |'||-I,|‘:-:-| I':|q-'|' baste s 1o
modern or super traditional. We've kept everything neutral
encugh to encourage that, The apartment s really just a
1'|.I.'L-c|'|||'- foir CVETY thing that's important to ns ;

ABOVE Linen-upholstemed walls imbue subiba texture—and
soundproafing——bo the cocoonike bedroom. A fufted leather heachoasd
and larmpshades woeen from fabric stripg contribute additicnal tactile
qualities. Crowen mdlding runs the perirmeter af the moom., faking

At actount the depth needed 1o contaal the drapeny hardwane abowe
tihe window. This added touch heldas soften the hard edges of the
plateglass windows used in the building's design
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Molding Personality

Transforming a space from onrdinary to outstanding is all

a matter of applying architectural interest. Homaownars
Philip Mitchell and Mark Narsansky punctuated the cozy
romms of their spartment with chair rails and basebosed
trims, jeft, comnices, obove, and recessed panels. hove
feft. “When we bought this place it was just a bunch of
drywall and glass to the coiling. We threw in architec-
tural details from different periods and mised them, but
it doesn't ook too over-the=top because we simplified
all the elements. They add real depth to the apartment.”
says Philip, an architect. Perhaps counterintultively, the
petite spaces feel larger as a result. *Repeating materials
gives continuity and a comfort level from room to room,
which iz especially impartant in small spaces whane you
don't want to be jarred.” he sy, *Ib ensenes wanm, inter-
e.*..-ting,l&auti[ul roams no mattes what's in tem—even
if they'ne nat completely funmshed,”




The Plans, Before €5 After

Distinguishing a previously rectilinear floor plan with an
angled gallery off the fover is key to the success of Philip
Mitchell and Mark Narsanzky’s newly restyled apartment.
“It wasn't welcoming before. Plus, you had no indication—
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